Everything You Need to Know
About the Tikal Ruins in
Guatemala
There are many ancient ruins all over Central America. But
Tikal, Guatemala, nears the top of the list for so many
reasons.
Tikal, Guatemala, is one of the most famous Mayan ruins from
the Classic Period. It is located in north-central Petén,
Guatemala.
Tikal consists of over 3000 buildings including several large
and looming temples. There are nine groups of plazas that are
connected by bridges and causeways.
The main center of the city is 500 acres in size!
Read on to learn all about Tikal ruins and what you need to
know before you visit.

Tikal History
You can’t visit these Guatemala attractions without first
understanding some of the Tikal history.
The city began around 1000 B.C. Yet it wasn’t a major city
until about 300 B.C. Around 750 A.D., the Tikal ruins were a
thriving metropolitan city home to about 15 million Mayans.
If you could travel back in time to the Tikal of 700 A.D, you
would have found an advanced city with a library, a school,
and a hospital. There were also sports arenas, palaces, and
temples.
Recently, lasers have discovered a network of roads that

connect more than 60,000 homes, temples and even a fortress
for times of war.
There isn’t much rainfall in the region. So the Maya
controlled the flow of water with canal, reservoirs and
drainage systems.
The odd thing about Tikal, Guatemala is that although this
city was the height of power for Mesoamerica, it didn’t last.
By 950 A.D., the city was a ghost town.
Archeologists still don’t understand why. It may have been
drought, deforestation or something else.

Building Tikal
The word Tikal comes from the word ti ak’al in the Yucatec
Maya language meaning “at the waterhole.”
The architecture in Tikal is made from limestone. Many of
these buildings include inscribed stone monuments.
When you explore to Tikal, you will be drawn to Temple IV –
the tallest pre-Columbian structure in the Americas. At 70
meters (230 feet) tall, this temple is a great climb with a
rewarding view.
You may recall seeing the breathtaking view in Star Wars:
Episode IV.
The second highest temple, Temple I is 47 meters (154 feet)
tall. This is called the Temple of the Great Jaguar. It was
built for a king named Lord Jasaw Chan K’awil who died near
the end of the civilization.
Next to Temple I sits Temple II. This temple, known as the
Temple of the Mask. This temple was likely built by Lord
K’awil for his wife. The structure is perfectly oriented
towards the rising sun.

Make sure to climb up so you can see the magnificent views of
the city and the jungle.

Tikal Park
The main gates of Tikal park open at 6 am and close at 6 pm
each day. Tickets to get into the park cost less than $20USD
for adults.
You can buy a map outside of the visitor’s center. But unless
you want to keep the map as a souvenir, opt to take a picture
of the map on your phone instead.
There are many great walking trails in the park that wind
through and around the temple complexes.
In the main area, you’ll find a visitor’s center, tour guide
service, a museum, three hotels, a campground, a souvenir shop
and a couple of restaurants.
There is no ATM on-site, so make sure to bring the cash you’ll
need.

Sunrise or Sunset at the Tikal
Ruins
Many tourists opt for either a sunrise or sunset tour of
Tikal. With such impressive heights and a lush canopy of the
jungle, it’s no wonder why.
Both sunrise and sunset are great options. There are pros and
cons to both.
Keep in mind that you must pay for a guide to do a sunrise
tour of Tikal. You can expect to pay around $14 USD per
person. Make sure to buy your ticket the day before because
the ticket booth at Tikal won’t be open when you arrive for
the sunrise tour.

Sunrise at Tikal
Sunrise at Tikal means that you have a very early morning. If
you are staying at Flores, your bus may leave at 3 am.
The good thing about sunrise at Tikal is that you will enjoy
cooler temperatures and have access to the park when there are
many fewer visitors. This makes for a private and special
experience.

Sunset at Tikal
If you aren’t really an early riser, sunset at Tikal may be
your best option. Yet, be warned that you will arrive during
the hottest part of the day.
If you plan to do this experience, you should think about
staying at the on-site hotels or campground. The last bus
returning to Flores leaves at 5:30 pm which doesn’t give you
time to enjoy the sunset.
If you come to Tikal as part of a Guatemala Adventure Tour,
you will already have a Guatemala guide to help you get the
most of the experience.

Wear Comfortable Shoes and Clothes
It’s important to remember that Tikal, Guatemala is a jungle.
It will be hot and muggy even in the evening.
If you plan to climb up a few temples or explore the paths,
you can expect some uphill and uneven paths.
Make sure to wear good walking shoes and clothes that breathe
well. Bring a refillable water bottle that keeps your water
cold. It will be a relief in the heat of mid-day.

Looking for the Perfect Tour?
Thanks for reading all about the history and tips for visiting
the Tikal ruins. We hope this article helps you get prepared
for your Guatemala adventure.
Looking for a tailor-made tour in central America? Learn more
about how Martsam Travel can make your dreams come true.
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‘Many MLAs are in my touch
too,’ claims Bengal BJP chief
Dilip Ghosh
Siliguri: Supporting the claim of party leader Mukul Roy that
as many as 107 MLAs of Congress, TMC and CPM will join BJP,
State BJP unit president Dilip Ghosh on Sunday said that many
of the MLAs are also in touch with him and with the Central
leadership.
“Many MLAs are in the line. They are old friends of Mukul Da
and he knows many more. They are in contact with him. They are
in touch with me too and with the Central leadership also,”
said Ghosh.
Mukul Roy on Saturday claimed that as many as 107 MLAs of
Congress, TMCand CPM will join the BJP. “A total of 107 West
Bengal MLAs from CPM, Congress, and TMC will join the BJP,”
Roy had said.
Gosh said the list of these MLAs who would be joining the BJP

has been prepared and the legislators are in touch with the
state BJP leadership.
The change of sides by MLAs in Karnataka and Goa has created a
kind of political upheaval in the two states.
At least 10 Congress MLAs from Goa were inducted into the BJP
in the presence of working party president JP Nadda and Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant in New Delhi. An identical political
situation has gripped Karnataka as well.
The ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) won 211 of 294 seats in
the 2016 Assembly polls.
…
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Veteran back with RSS, BJP
wants ‘more loyal’ leader
New Delhi: In a significant restructuring of the partnership
between the BJP and its ideological parent, the RSS, the
national general secretary (organisation) Ramlal has been
moved back to the Sangh as its Akhil Bharatiya Sah Sampark
Pramukh.
Mr Ramlal, who was the national general secretary
(organisation) of the BJP since 2005, will now be part of RSS
and conduct the Sangh’s ambitious outreach programme, sources
said. It is understood that Ramlal’s removal comes as the top
BJP leadership wants someone in the position who is “more
loyal” to the present dispensation. Party sources stated that

another thing that went against Ramlal was that “he had a mind
of his own”.
The talk of Mr Ramlal being shifted out of the organisation to
a newer role in the Sangh was being speculated upon for
several months. Given the fact that he had looked after
organisation for over a decade, the BJP top brass decided to
let him continue for the Lok Sabha elections. “It was felt
that change of guard at that time could upset the power
equations within the party and this would impact the structure
at the state level as well. The change was waiting to happen,”
a senior BJP leader said.
Sources stated that there are three frontrunners for the post
— V. Satish, joint general secretary organisation in the
party; Shivprakash, the BJP’s national general secretary and
an old RSS hand who was credited with being part of the team
that successfully conquered the Trinamul bastion in West
Bengal; and the third contender is B.L. Santosh, national
joint general secretary of the BJP.
…
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Maldives
seeks
India’s
support in improving civilmilitary ties
The Maldives, whose relations with India have been on an

upswing since Ibu Solih took over as its President last
September, has sought Delhi’s assistance in improving the
civil-military ties in the archipelago nation.

Maldives defence chief Abdullah Shamaal has discussed the
issue with Indian officials during a visit to Delhi last week.
The Maldives is seeking to replicate the Indian model in
improving the relations between its defence forces and the
civilian leadership.
During a visit of the Maldivian defence minister to Delhi
earlier this year, Shamaal had taken a back seat, enabling the
minister to engage with his interlocutors on all issues, the
people said. Even during the Yameen regime, when the Maldives’
ties with India were lukewarm, its military had maintained a
cordial relationship with Delhi and the armed forces here.
Shamaal, an alumnus of the Indian Defence Staff College, also
explored new dimensions of counter-terror partnership,
including close monitoring of the movement of citizens between
the two countries. Since the April 21 Easter bombings in Sri
Lanka, India and the Maldives are partnering closely to track
down the radicals, monitor their movements and launch deradicalisation initiatives. Southern Indian states are
vulnerable to the presence of radicals in Sri Lanka and the
Maldives.
During his visit to Delhi, Shamaal also delivered a lecture on
‘National Security Vulnerabilities: Issues for the Small
States’.
India has been providing swift help to its neighbours at times
of natural calamities and security threats, and it is all set
to play the key role of a “security guarantor” for peace and
stability within the greater Indian Ocean region, Shamaal said
on Friday amid China’s growing presence in the region.
“India has been (providing) customary security guaranteeing

architecture for decades if not centuries. This is quite
evident by the prompt and swift response of Indian Army
services on various occasions,” he said.
Calling the Indo-Pacific region an economically and socially
dynamic area, Shamaal said India is set to play the key role
of a “security guarantor” for peace and stability within the
greater Indian Ocean region.
On Thursday, Shamaal met defence minister Rajnath Singh and
Indian Air Force chief BS Dhanoa and discussed ways to step up
military and security cooperation through more structured and
planned programmes. During his trip to Male on June 8, the
first foreign visit in his second term, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Solih expanded defence partnerships by
jointly inaugurating a coastal surveillance radar system and a
composite training centre for the Maldives defence forces —
both supported by India.
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PM
Modi
launches
BJP’s
membership drive from his LS
constituency
VARANASI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the membership
drive of the ruling BJP from his Lok Sabha constituency here
on Saturday, noting that it will further connect people from
all walks of life with the saffron party.
Addressing a gathering on the occasion, the prime minister
also talked about the Union budget 2019-20 and his thoughts on

India’s growth trajectory in the coming years.
“From the soil of Kashi, I greet each dedicated worker of the
party. Today, I got an opportunity to launch the BJP’s
membership campaign from Kashi,” he said, pointing out that it
will strengthen the saffron party.
The launch of the membership drive coincided with the 118th
birth anniversary of the party’s founder, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee.
Referring to the provisions in the Union budget, Modi said a
“new India” was on the threshold of racing ahead.
“It is important to know about the USD 5 trillion economy
because some people were casting doubts over the competency of
Indians, saying that achieving the target is very difficult,”
he added.
The prime minister slammed the critics, saying, “These people
are professional pessimists.”
Earlier, soon after his arrival here on a day-long visit, Modi
unveiled a statue of former prime minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
at the airport.
The prime minister was accompanied by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) working
president JP Nadda and the state unit chief of the saffron
party, Mahendra Nath Pandey.
Anil Shastri and Sunil Shastri, sons of late Lal Bahadur
Shastri, were present at the venue as also Uttar Pradesh
minister Siddharth Nath Singh, a kin of the former prime
minister.
This is Modi’s second visit to his constituency after winning
the parliamentary polls held in April-May.
He had visited Varanasi on May 27 to thank the voters after

winning the Lok Sabha seat for the second consecutive time by
a huge margin of 4.79 lakh votes.
Modi not only retained his seat, but also saw his victory
margin rise by nearly one lakh votes, compared to the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls when he had defeated Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) supremo
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal by over three lakh
votes.
After unveiling the statue of Shastri, the prime minister
proceeded to launch a tree-plantation campaign — “Anand Kanan”
— in the temple city.
He paid tributes to Mookerjee, the Jana Sangh founder, on his
118th birth anniversary, saying his contribution to national
integration will always be remembered.
In a tweet, Modi described Mookerjee as a great educationist
and a bright nationalist thinker.
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Outpost acquires iconic Bali
co-living property, expanding
lifestyle network for digital
nomads
Bali is a tropical haven for paradise-seeking, locationindependent workers especially in Ubud and Canggu, where most
of the island’s coworking spaces are based.

Hospitality
brand,
Outpost,
launches
a
fourth
coliving/coworking destination. The expansion solidifies
Outpost as the frontrunner in creating a hospitality network
geared towards Millennials. The new location opens September
2019.
Outpost’s third hub in Bali – the iconic former Roam coliving
property is honored as one of the six best coliving properties
in the world. The 24-key property was purposely built to meet
the needs of location independent professionals with coliving
and coworking existing under the same roof. Outpost will offer
its custom packages for groups and individuals while guests
will have access to rooftop coworking space, curated fitness
classes, a communal kitchen and pool.
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